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Media Release

5 February 2011
For immediate release
Absa helps to preserve the Greenland Mountain Eco route
Absa, South Africa’s leading retail bank has once again shown its commitment to uplifting underprivileged communities by donating R20 000 to the Greenland Mountain Eco route project.  The project, which aims to conserve the biodiversity of the Groenlandberg in the Western Cape, is the world’s first biodiversity wine route.  This route forms a critical part of the Absa Cape Epic which starts on the 27th of March and ends on the 3rd of April 2011. 
The project, was established by the well known South African philanthropist, Dr Paul Cluver, with intentions to protect the 34 000 hectare Groenlandberg Conservancy, which also forms part of the Kogelberg Biosphere site. This area is described as the global epicenter of biodiversity, i.e. the degree of variation of life forms within a given ecosystem, biome, or an entire planet. It is a measure of the health of ecosystems. Greater biodiversity implies greater health. The Kogelberg Biosphere in turn falls within the Cape Floral Kingdom and is a World Heritage Site.
As title holders of the Absa Cape Epic, Absa saw an opportunity to give back to this project and surrounding communities by donating to the Greenland Mountain project. The donation is specially set aside to enable the unemployed, local farm workers and volunteers to help clean the area that is used during Absa Cape Epic.  
The donation follows on similar Absa community contributions which were made last year which illustrates the bank’s commitment to become one of the leaders in preserving South Africa’s natural heritage. Absa has also donated in excess of R50 000 to local charities with the aim to improve the lives of many underprivileged in the area.  
Absa Chief Marketing and Communication Officer, Mr. Happy Ntshingila, reaffirmed Absa’s commitment to nature conservation and leaving a legacy in all communities “Absa always strives to give back to the communities within which it operates. It gives us great pleasure to get involved in this initiative, not only will we aid in helping the communities in the area but we also do our bit for conservation and the promotion of rich biodiversity.”
The cheque was handed over to Dr Paul Cluver, chairman of the Greenland Mountain Eco Route on Saturday, 5 February 2011.
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